Cross-Domain Reframing

Applying Al thinking and techniques across different contexts, industries, and disciplines. This pillar
is about transferring what works in one domain to solve problems in another — the generalist
superpower.

Community average score: 67% — highest of the middle cluster. Users have good instincts here
but often lack deliberate practice. Most cross-domain transfer happens by accident; this pillar
makes it intentional.

Why this pillar matters

Most people prompt Al using patterns from their own field. Marketers write marketing prompts.
Engineers write engineering prompts. Each field develops its own Al patterns — and rarely looks at
what other fields have figured out.

But the most powerful Al techniques are often domain-agnostic. A journalist's approach to cross-
referencing claims works brilliantly for competitive analysis. An engineer's systematic testing
methodology applies perfectly to evaluating Al output quality. A therapist's reframing techniques
make excellent prompts for stakeholder communication.

Generalists have a structural advantage here. You work across departments, projects, and
contexts. You see how the marketing team's Al challenge is structurally the same as the
engineering team's, even though it looks completely different on the surface. This pillar turns that
advantage into a deliberate practice.

The connection between cross-domain reframing and Al fluency is this: Al itself is a cross-domain
tool. The same model writes code, analyzes poetry, and drafts business strategy. Learning to
transfer techniques across contexts mirrors how Al itself works — and makes you dramatically
better at using it.

What this looks like at each level

Basic — Borrowing a technigue

You're learning to look outside your own field for Al inspiration. The core skill: taking a specific Al
technique from an unfamiliar domain and adapting it for your own work.



What it feels like: You discover that data scientists use a particular prompt structure for analysis,
adapt it for your project management work, and get a result that's noticeably different from your
usual approach. The "stolen technique" reveals that your prompt habits had been constrained by
your field's conventions.

Intermediate — Transplanting a framework

You've moved from borrowing a single technique to systematically transplanting an entire problem-
solving framework. You map each step of the foreign framework to your context, noting where the
mapping is direct, where it needs modification, and where it breaks down entirely.

What it feels like: You take a decision-making framework from military strategy (or medicine, or
game design) and apply it to a challenge in your work. The parts where the mapping breaks down
teach you more about your problem than the parts where it works smoothly.

Advanced — Building a transfer library

You're systematically collecting, testing, and documenting transferable Al techniques from multiple
fields. You build a personal prompt library with tested adaptations, transfer notes, and usage
guidance — a resource that compounds over time and becomes shareable.

What it feels like: You have a documented library of 5+ prompt patterns borrowed from other
fields. You can articulate why a technique transfers, not just that it does. Colleagues start asking
you for non-obvious approaches to their Al challenges.

Common mistakes

e Surface-level borrowing. Copying a prompt template from another field without
understanding the underlying principle produces brittle results. The value is in
understanding why the technique works.

e Sticking to adjacent fields. Marketing people borrow from sales, engineers from
product. The most valuable transfers come from genuinely distant domains — the
unfamiliarity forces deeper structural thinking.

e Treating it as a one-time trick. Cross-domain reframing is a practice, not a hack. The
most fluent practitioners make it a habit: every month, explore a new field's Al techniques
and test one adaptation.

How this connects to other pillars



e Insight Synthesis — synthesis becomes more powerful when you can apply insights

across different contexts

e Workflow Automation — the best workflow patterns are often borrowed from other

fields

e Prompt Engineering Basics — cross-domain techniques are fundamentally prompt

patterns applied in new contexts

Exercises

Level Exercise

Basic The Stolen Technique

Intermediate The Framework Transplant

Advanced The Cross-Domain Prompt
Library
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Time

15 min

25 min

40 min

What you'll build

An adapted Al prompt from
another field

A full problem-solving
framework adapted for your
work

A documented library of
transferable techniques


https://books.informationgeek.org/pillars/insight-synthesis
https://books.informationgeek.org/pillars/workflow-automation
https://books.informationgeek.org/concepts/prompt-engineering-basics
https://books.informationgeek.org/exercises/cross-domain-reframing/cdr-basic-01
https://books.informationgeek.org/exercises/cross-domain-reframing/cdr-intermediate-01
https://books.informationgeek.org/exercises/cross-domain-reframing/cdr-advanced-01
https://books.informationgeek.org/exercises/cross-domain-reframing/cdr-advanced-01

